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ment equally suitable to both parties.' The gentleman then
proceeded to explain, that Pein was in the full confidence of
Maret, and that this overture was made with the authorisation
of Maret. In consequence of this communication, Ellis had a
secret interview with Fein, who fully confirmed what had been
said, and added that Maret's opinions on all political subjects
were very different from those of the other plenipotentiaries;
that he had been appointed by his intimate friend Barthelemy,
who, with Carnot, was resolved, if possible, to gratify the ardent
desire of the French nation for peace; that the other three
Directors were of other sentiments, but that if the negotiation
was prolonged and prudently conducted3 they must in the end
give way.

A change of ministers in France, which happened within the
next few days, appeared slightly to improve the prospect. De
la Croix, who had shown himself violent and impracticable, and
personally hostile to Lord Malmesbury, was replaced, as Minister
of Foreign Affairs, by Talleyrand; and Pleville le Peley was
made Minister of Marine, thus reducing the French plenipoten-
tiaries at Lille to two, one of whom seemed sincerely anxious
for peace. It was reported from Paris, that the Government
there was extremely unstable, that a large and increasing party
in the legislative councils were hostile to the Directory, and
that another revolution was very probable, and Malmesbury
justly said that the chances of peace depended much more on
what took place at Paris, than on what took place at Lille.

A secret understanding between Lord Malmesbury and
Maret was speedily formed. It was chiefly arranged between
Ellis and Pein, and the latter brought an assurance that Maret
utterly disapproved of the recent demands of the Directory.
Signs were devised by which Maret could communicate with
Malmesbury at the conference, without being suspected by his.
own colleague. At the request of Maret, the reply of the
English Cabinet to the French demand was privately submitted
to him, before it was presented, and at his suggestion one of its
arguments was strengthened. A confidential letter, in which.
Rarthflemy expressed to Maret his deep sense of the absolute
necessity of peace ; of the absurdity of the recent demands ; of
the folly and instability that surrounded him, and of the supreme